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“They are all great artists and the work they do has great integrity”

Mario (Mayito) Rivera lead singer of Los Van Van  (Cuba)
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In 2007/08, Vocal Baobab has been busy developing new repertoire and commissions with the latest line-up of eight musicians, with additional keyboard from Gilbert De Turnell Cuellar. Making a great impact in the live performance programme of CUBADISCO 08 and subsequent special events, VOCAL BAOBAB are currently creating a new show in collaboration with Roberto ‘el tio’ Molina and prestigious performers from the world of Cuban rumba , to be premiered at Casa de la Musica for a stunning end of the year celebration to usher in the 50th Anniversary Year of the Cuban Revolution.

Vocal Baobab – Press Quotes

[image: image2.jpg]



YORUBA DREAM/SUEÑO YORUBA -AFRO-CUBAN CHANTS                                                                      (ARC - EUCD 1965)

“The sheer might of percussions and voices, sometimes joined by piano, sparse effects and rap-like intonations, cut straight to the soul and spirit. These are raw, gorgeously gripping sounds, highly recommended for those wanting to familiarize themselves with the roots of all Cuban and other Latin music” 
World  Music Central, March 2006

“A fine collection …The recording is crisp and clear and the music tight, overall an inspired and inspiring recording. “

Spin the Globe World Music CD Reviews, November 2005

“the most funkily secular and traditionally reverent recordings…produces a sound often close to African gospel in its inflections, unison choruses and use of instruments…the gorgeous “Osain’ …rolls with a Lagos funkiness. ‘Ochun’ sung entirely in Yoruba is a showcase for some extraordinary vocalising…and ‘Chango’, the warrior god, provides a close that is proud and rhythmically persuasive” 

Songlines, March/April 2006

“call-and –response vocals with full-bodied percussion… The particularly effective dedication to Ochosi (the hunter) is stripped down to basics…outstanding liner notes”

Global Rhythm, March 2006

“an album of uplifting and soothing chants steeped in warm and energetic rhythm…performed by the highly innovative and talented musicians of Vocal Baobab. The mood is lively and invigorating and the sounds are rich in history and joyous faith” 

Well Being, Australia,

“a wonderful introduction to Vocal Baobab, the Afro-Cuban rumba tradition as well as Yoruba deities…Vocal Baobab’s raw polyphonic chants soar above Afro-Cuban rhythms and leave ones feet aching to dance…All of the tracks are lovely…Overall, this is an uplifting recording filled to the brim with the sounds of the African diaspora, drums and chants soaring into the realm of the sensual. It’s Afro-Cuban music with a spiritual dimension.”

Cranky Crow Whole Music

“certainly has the ring of authenticity and richness of tradition. Worth checking out!” 

World Music Monthly Record Reviews, Recommended Records, November 2005

Vocal Baobab – More Press Quotes 

“ It’s a sure sign that a band has delivered the goods when the stewards join in the dancing…prayerful solo voices and rich harmonies…propelled by the shifting rhythms into a right old ferment…intoxicating”

The Glasgow Herald, Oct 2003
“ Waves of intense polyrhythmic activity…vibrant melodies and strong vocal harmonies…interesting fusion flavours            

The Dominion (New Zealand), March 2002

“Raised the roof…a hit with the audience…powerful voices and percussion…a visual spectacle”

The Evening Post (Wellington, New Zealand), March 2002

“ From beginning to end, there’s a never-ending joie de vivre as revealed in the video (Spirit of Cuba, released by salsatap.com) …by this superb troupe”                                             Cuba Sí, Spring 2003

“conjures up sheer excitement in the audience”                                          totallyradio.com, May 2001

¨the explosion of the Festival¨                                     Festival Marin Village, Martinique, August 2003

This website is currently being updated – come back soon to view all the latest photos and news
Contacting Vocal Baobab
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